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2 October 1986
MEk~&6014

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director, Foareign Broadcast Information Service
THROWGH : Chief, Operations Group

SURJECT: Monthly Report -~ Bangkok Bureau —-- September 1986

I. GENERAL.

A. On 1| September, Evan Hineman, D/%DS&T, visited FRIS while on a
trip through Asia. He was given an extensive briefing on the ROSET
installation at Rang Fing by the bureau chief, bureau engineer, and
satellite cruising officer, including a demonstration of its capabilities.
A tour of the Bureau itself followed during which he was familiarized with
the Bureau'’'s coverage area and general responsibilities. He also met and
chatted briefly with all those on duty.

BE. On the 1léth, the acting bureau chief gave a presentation on FRIS
at the fall running of the Embassy’'s orientation program for all those
assigned to Bangkok in the last six months and particularly those who
arrived as part of the extensive summer turnover. As far as we can
determine this is the first time FRIS has been represented in the Embassy
orientation.

following the general elections in July and the formation of the
government in August. The vocal coalition of opposition parties has kept
the government off balance since taking office through various challenges
to personalities and programs. The deputy interior minister was forced to
resign on the lst, and at month’'s end the commerce minister is facing & no
confidence vote in parliament over his handling of substantial imports of
logs from Burma. In between, the leader of the largest coalition party,
who is concurrently the senior deputy prime minister, seems to have
weathered a serious challenge to his leadership from a group of party
dissidents which could have had implications for the stability of the
coalition. While none of these problems has seriously threatened the new
government, they have had the effect of distracting its attention from the
more serious work that lies before it.

JXL
ﬁﬁgﬁﬁ C. A series of problems has plagued the new government in Thailand
'

II. OPERATIONS

A Monitorial /ZEditorial

1. On 1 September, the Bureau began receiving ad hoco television
feeds on the roset of portions of the nonaligned movement's summit meeting
in Harare, Zimbabwe. The Bureau was able to file the major speech by
Indian Prime Minister Gandhi from live coverage on the 2nd, as well as
what appeared to be an imprompto press conference by Gandhi held on his
plane during his return to India. A number of VSLs were processed and
videotapes sent to MOD.
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2. To assist Qkinawa Bureau while its Vietnamese Unit is short
staffed, Bangkok has taken over coverage until further notice of the Hanoi
Domestic Service casts at 1000-1015 and 1100-1143 GMT daily. This
consolidates all voice coverage originating in Vietnam at Ranghkok Bureau.

T, On the Sth, the Bureau remained open several hours after
normal close of business to cover the FanAm hijacking in Karachi. An open
watch was put on FPakistani media which, however, was reticent about giving
out details in & timely fashion.

4. The Bureauw was forced to temporarily suspend coverage in
Bengali when the only remaining Bengali monitor had to take sick leave
between 16 and 21 September for a minor surgical procedure. {The other
Rengali monitor, is still recovering in California from STAT

heart surgery.)

B, Lateral Services

One item each was processed at the request of the BRBC and of the
American Embassy in Laos.

C. Technical

1. Installation of the new microwave equipment proceeded apace
during the month at both the Bureaw and Bang Fing. New dish antennas were
put in place at both locations without & hitch. By the 12th, work had
progressed to the point where it could be tested between the two
locations. The system worked well from the outset, and by the afternoon
of the 12th both television circuits had been tested and the Bureau could
receive televigion signals from ROSET in real time. At present the
technicians are transferring channels from the old microwave to the new.
It is expected this should be completed by the first or second week in
October.

2. A new feed supplied by ES8G was installed on the small dish
¢&, antenna used to cover the S-band transmissions of the Indian satellite at
74 degrees east. Signal strengths immediately picked up and we are now
able to receive usable television audio and video from Indian TV. An
added bonus was discovered by the satellite cruiser when he found five
Indian radios in S8-band transmissions consisting of both domestic and
international services of All India Radio.

I1T. ADMINISTRATION

A Faersonnel

1. On 30 September, arrived for a I-month STAT
editorial training TDY. This is the first time in 5 years that Banghkok
Bureau has participated in the overseas editorial training program.
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2. The chief of London Bureau informed us during the month that
our prospective Cambodian monitor candidate had turned down our offer of
employment. He prefers to stay in England and pursue his present

employment there. STAT
3. On the 29th, & baby girl to be named was born to
Vietnamese monitor ‘and his wife. STAT

Iv., VISITS

A, Df%DS&T Evarn Hineman visited the Bureauw on the lst for tour and

familiarization. STAT
E. Former bureau chief and current chief of Analysis Group
[::::]from 18-27% September as part of an Asian trip. —STAT
. oy S
V. COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES STAT
‘ wife of Bureau editor was selectecSTAT

from among & number of applicants to head the Embassy’'s Community Liaison
Office. This is & significant position at this large embassy and we
congratulate Linda on her appointment. STAT

Chief, Hangkaok
Bureau

RME/Ccla

Attachment: Monthly Froduction Report
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BANGEDOE BUREAU FRODUCTION REFDRT FOR SEFTEMBER 17386
I. TOTALS FROM ALL SOURCES:
TOTAL FUBLISHARBLE WORDMASE FILED DURING MOMTH: 674,240
TOTAL NON-FUBLISHABLE WORDAGE FILED DURING MOMNTH: 274,730
TOTAL NUMRER OF FPUBLISHARLE ITEMS FILED DURING MONTH: 1,431
BROAD- FRESS FLURL.I-
CASTS ABGENMCIES CATION
II. INFUT OF REGULAR COVERAGE: 20,940 28,470 ZHG. 00
(minutes or issues per week) min. min. lasues
111, OQUTFUT FROM ROSET SOURCES:
(publishable words per month)
INDIAN
Delhi Doordarshan Television Networbk in
English 4,520
MALAYSIA
Fuala Lumpur BERNAMA 1In
English 21,520
FHILIFFINES
Manila FNA in
English 6, F00
SRI LANEA
Colombo Lanka Fuwath in
English 17,280
ZIMBAEBWE
Harare Televigion Feed in
English 5,840
IV, OUTFUT FROM ALL OTHER S0URCES:
(publishable words per month)
AUSTRALIA
Melbourne UOverssas Service in
English 18,200
Sydney THE AUSTRALIAM in
English 7&Q
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EANGLADESH

Dhaka Domestic Service in
English

Dhaka B35 in
Ernglish

BURMA

Farngoon Domestic Service in
English

Rangoon Domestic Service in
Burmese

Rangoon WOREINMG FEOFLE'S DAILY in

English
CAMBODIA

Frinom Fenh Domecstic Service in
Cambodian

Fhnom Fenh SFE in
English

Fhnom Fenh SFE in
Fremnch

CHINA

Beijing in
Cambodian to Cambodia

CLANDEST INE

(Clandestine) Voice of the Feople

Burmese

{(Clandestine) Voice of Democratic

Cambodian

(Clandestine) Voice of the FEhmer in

Cambodian

(Clandestine) Voice of the Naticnal Army

Fampuchea in
Cambodian
(Clandestins) VYoice

Mal ay

(8]
-h

Mal ayvan

HONG FONG

Hong kKong AFF in
English

INDIA

Delhi General Overzeas Service in

English

Delhi Domestic Service in
English

Delhi Domestic Service in
Hindi
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EROAD- FRESS  FUELI-
CASTS AGENCIES CATION

7,250
170
80
4,560
150
27,840
1Z,710
4,770

=, 600
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INDIA (continued)

Delhi IS8T Diplomatic Information

English

EBombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in
Ernglish

Delhi FATRIQT in
English

Delhi THE HINDUSTAN TIMES in
English

INDONESIA

Jakarta International Service in
English

Jakarta Domestic Service in
Indonesi an

Jakarta JAEARTA POST in
English

Jakarta THE INDOMNESIA TIMES in
English

Jakarta BERITA BUANMA in
Indonesian

Jakarta EOMFPAS in
Indonesian

Jakarta MERDEEA in
Indonesian

Jakarta TEMFO in
Indonesian

LAOS

Vientiane Domestic Service in
LLaos

Vientiane EFL in
English

Fuala Lumpur International Service

English

Fuala Lumpur Domestic Service in
English

Fuala Lumpur Domestic Service in
Malay

Fuala Lumpur NEW STRAITE TIMES in
Enalish

Fuala Lumpuwr NEW SUNDAY TIMES in
English

Fuala Lumpur BERITA HARIAN in
Mal ay

Fuala Lumpur UTUSAN MALAYSIA in
Malay
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BROAD- FRESS FURL.I--
CASTS AGENCIES CATION
5,520

&S50

1,870

4,860
1,410
8,710

2,140

1,880

850

G20

100

5,370
42,040

11,290

670
2,220
1,690

400

L&D
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Fage 4

FURIL.I-

BROAD- FRESS
TES CATION

CASTS ABENC

NEFAL

Fatmandu THE RISING NMEFAL in
English ®"I0

FAETISTAM

Flarachi Overseas Service in

Urdu 1,540
Farachi Domestic Service in
' English 15,090
Farachi Domestic Service in

Urdu 17,150
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in

Englieh 2,830
Farachi DAWN in

English 4, &AHG
Rawalpindi THE FAEISTAN Times in

Ernglish 4,820
Farachi JASARAT in

Urdu =80
Farachi MASHRIG in

Lirdu 40
Rawalpindi HAIDER in

Urdu 1,350
SINGAFORE
Singapore Domestic Services in

English 1,610
Singapore THE STRAITS TIMES in

English Ty610
Singapore THE SUNDAY TIMES in

English 4,890
SRI LANEA

Colombo International Service in

English ‘ 5, 900
Colombo DAILY NEWS in

Engligh 2,080
Colombo SUNM in

English 1,130

THAILAND

Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in

English &40
Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in

Thai 5,130
Bangkok Vaoice of Free Asia in

Vietnamese 260
Rangkok Domestic Service in

English 3,330
Bangkok Domestic Service in

Thai 10,180
Bangkolk Television Service in
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EROAD- FRESS FUBL. T~
CASTS AGENCIES CATION

THAILAND (continued)

Bangkok BANGEOE FOST in

English 28,660

Bangkok BANGEQOE WORLD in
- English 12,940

Bangkok THE NATIOMN in

English 24,750
Bangkok XIN ZHONMG YUANM RIBAD in

Chinese 190
Bangkok XIMG XIAM RIBAD in

Chinese 170
Bangkok ZHONG HUA RIBAO in '

Chinese 180
Bangkok KHAO FHISET in

Thai 1,780
Bangkok MATICHON in

Theai 2,440
Rangkol: MAEO MA in

Thai 4,670
Bangkok SIAM RAT in

Thai G,210
Bangkok SIAM RAT SAFDA WICHAM in

Thai 1,120
Bangkok Sl ANAKHIOT in

Thai 1,100
Bangkok THAI RAT in

Thai 2,350

UNION OF SOVIET S0CIALIST REFUBLICS

Moscow in

Hindi to India 1,070
Moscow 1in
Thai to Thailand 1,920

UNITED K INGDOM

London BREC World Service in
English 1,410

VIETNAM
Hanoi Internaticonal Service in

English QL0
Hanoli Domestic Service in

Vietnamese FE, 100
Hanoi YMNA In

English 5, P40
Hamnoi NHAMN DAN in

Vietnamese 19,460
Hamoi GUAN DOI MHANM DAN in

Vietnamess S,160
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